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JERUSALEM PASS SECRETARY'S PARTY 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: IS, US, PGOV 

SUB J : PRESS REPORTS EXTENSIVELY ON U.S. INITIATIVES, VIEWS 
ACTIVE AMERICAN ROLE AS CRUCIAL 

SUMMARY: TODAY'S PRESS GIVES EXTENSIVE COVERAGE TO 
SPECIFIC AMERICAN INITIATIVES: AN ANTICIPATED WEST BANK COM- 
PROMISE PROPOSAL, AN AMERICAN SUGGESTION OF THREE CONFERENCE 
SUB COMMITTEES , A SADAT-BEGIN-CARTER SUMMIT PROPOSED BY THE U.S. 
A BROAD THEME REGARDING THE CRUCIAL NATURE OF ACTIVE AND CON- 
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STRUCTIVE AMERICAN PARTICIPATION IS SOUNDED, AS THE ALARMED RE- 
PORTS OF AMERICAN PRESSURE WIDELY FEATURED IN SUNDAY AND MON- 
DAY'S PAPERS ARE MUTED. END SUMMARY 

1 . AS THE POLITICAL TALKS CONVENE TODAY IN JERSALEM, THE ISRAELI 
PRESS IS PLAYING UP, IN NUMEROUS REPORTS ON ANTICIPATED AMERICAN 
PROPOSALS AND INITIATIVES, THE CRUCIAL AND ACTIVE U.S. ROLE. 
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PROMINENT FRONT PAGE SPACE IS DEVOTED TO ANALYSIS OF AMERICAN 
INTENTIONS UNDER SUCH HEADLINES AS: "IN THE EVENT OF AN IMPASSE- 
THE U.S. WILL PROPOSE INTERIM AGREEMENT” (YEDIOT AHARONOT); 

U.S. WILL PROPOSE TODAY DIVISION OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE 
INTO SUBCOMMITTEES" (MAARIV); AND "VANCE WILL WORK TO PREVENT 
BLOW-UP OF CONFERENCE; WILL PRESENT COMPROMISE 
PROPOSALS" (MAARIV). 

2. THROUGHOUT THIS EXTENSIVE COVERAGE, AND REFLECTED 
IN THESE HEADLINES, A COMMON THEME IS EMPHATICALLY 
SOUNDED: THE US HAS TAKEN UPON ITSELF THE RES- 
PONSIBILITY OF AVERTING A NEGOTIATING BREAKDOWN. 

("BLOWING UP" IS THE UNIVERSALLY APPLIED TERM.) AN 
ACCOMPANYING MESSAGE NEARLY 

AS EXPLICIT IN ITS EXPRESSION IS THAT AN ACTIVE AMERICAN 
ROLE OF THIS KIND, IF NOT ORIGINALLY SOUGHT BY ISRAEL, 

IS NOW PERCEIVED AS ESSENTIAL TO FUTURE PROGRESS. 

IT IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT A US WEST BANK PROPOSAL 
AND THE SUBCOMMITTEE SUGGESTION ARE REPORTED (ALTHOUGH 
THERE HAS NOT YET BEEN EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THESE TWO 
DEVELOPMENTS). IN ADDITION TO ARTICLES ON THESE 
INITIATIVES, THERE ARE WIDESPREAD REPORTS OF AN 
AMERICAN INTENTION TO ARRANGE A SADAT-BEGIN-CARTER 
SUMMIT. WHILE THERE IS A CONSENSUS VIEW THAT THE 
AMERICAN ROLE IS NOW CRUCIAL- AND THAT ACTIVE AMERICAN 
PARTICIPATION IS NOT NECESSARILY EQUIVALENT TO 
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DAMAGING AMERICAN PRESSURE-THE PRESS EMPHASIZES THE 
EXISTENCE OF "RED LINES" WHICH MARK THE OUTER BOUNDS 
OF ISRAELI FLEXIBILITY. THUS, MAARIV CONCLUDES 
ITS EDITORIAL, IN BOLD FACE TYPE, WITH A RENEWED 
WARNING THAT THERE ARE LIMITS TO CONCESSIONS AND 
COMPROMISE, SET BY ISRAEL S OWN UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
VITAL ELEMENTS OF ITS SECURITY AND EXISTENCE. 

3. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE TONE AND CONTENT OF 

THIS REPORTAGE AND THE COVERAGE OF THE AGENDA WRANGLE 
AND THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE JERUSALEM CONFERENCE IS 
STRIKING. ON SUNDAY AND MONDAY THE THEME WAS ONE OF 
AMERICAN PRESSURE, OF THE US DOING EGYPT'S BIDDING, 

AND, FINALLY, OF ISRAEL CAVING IN. THUS, BLOCH IN 
DAVAR WRITES THAT "ISRAEL HAS GIVEN IN TO MOST OF THE 
US AND EGYPTIAN DEMANDS.. .(AFTER) THE US BROUGHT 
HEAVY PRESSURE TO BEAR UPON THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT;" 

"...THE ULTIMATIVE PRESSURE EXERTED BY SECRETARY VANCE 
IS CAUSING CONCERN OVER THE PRESSURES WHICH MIGHT BE 
EXERTED DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS." BEN-PORAT IN YEDIOT 
REFERS TO THE "OPPRESSIVE ATMOSPHERE OF A PERIOD OF 
GRACE EXTENDED TO ISRAEL BY EGYPT, WITH THE CONSENT 
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AND BLESSING OF THE US.," IN ITS DECISION TO 
COME TO JERUSALEM AFTER ALL. THE ALARMED TONES 
WHICH PERVADED THE WEEKEND PRESS HAVE QUICKLY-AND 
AT LEAST TEMPORARILY -SUBSIDED. THE SHORT-LEVED 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE JERUSALEM CONFERENCE 
IS NOW REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN "AN OBJECTIVELY CORRECT 
DECISION" (JERUSALEM POST) MADE ON THE ADVICE OF 
FOREIGN MINISTER DAYAN. THE THEME OF US PRESSURE 
HAS GIVEN WAY TO AN EXPECTATION OF VITAL AND CON- 
STRUCTIVE AMERICAN PARTICIPATION. WHAT IT'S LIFE SPAN 
WILL BE IS ANYONE'S GUESS. LEWIS 
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